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Background checks on all volunteers.
Clearly marked registration areas 
Never release a child without the
appropriate identification.
Volunteers should have identification. 
Train volunteers on emergency
policies, evacuation plans, diapering
procedures, room schedules, and
classroom-cleaning procedures. 
Keep things sanitized.
Never be alone with a child.
Never give children food that has not
been approved by parents. 

You can do this by creating a playful
looking environment—parents want it to
look like a place their kids will want to
be! Attractional environments aren’t
always easy to pull off when a church is
first starting out, but planters can help
paint a picture of what the ministry will
one day become. Cast vision!

But most importantly, welcome kids
personally—with excellent hospitality. The
biggest key to this is getting a few "sticky"
families who are passionate about the
mission and vision. These people can be
evangelists for the church whenever new
families visit, building relationships with
parents and encouraging them to stay.

Even in ministry, we can sometimes see children merely as a means
to an end. “If you want to reach parents, you need to reach their
children.” “Ministering to kids is a necessary evil. After all, if the
children do not like the church, the parents may not come back.”

Jesus sees it differently. Little ones are valuable to him. He doesn’t
want even one of them to perish (Matthew 18:10, 12-14). So in a
new church plant, kids must be more than part of a strategy for
reaching parents. They must be part of the mission.

Jesus is leading a church-planting movement (Matthew 16:18), and
children’s ministry is a big part of it. If we’re going to follow his lead,
we must welcome kids, protect them, and value them as a ministry
priority. We do all of this in humble dependence on our Savior who
has promised to go with us on mission (Matthew 28:18-20).  

Children's ministry is one of the biggest
challenges a new church faces. There is so
much to think about--location, curriculum,
check-in, security, recruiting and training a
quality team. It's hard to know where to
begin. Jesus points us to the children. He
tells us that childlike humility is required
for kingdom leadership (Mt. 18:3-4). Jesus
wants us to be childlike, because kids
don't pretend to have it all together. We
can't do effective children's ministry in a
church plant (or effective children's
ministry of any kind) unless God shows
up, but we can expect him to show up
when we humble ourselves, admit our
need, and ask.
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Consider these safety essentials:

IN YOUR CHURCH PLANT


